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older revelations, it remains almost as unknown as In the
dark ages. Still less known perhaps is that doctrine of the
gradual development of human society which alone can explain
to us the present state of affairs, give us the clue to history,
save us from political aberrations, and point out the direction
of progress. In the universities, colleges, and schools of
Japan, subjects of this kind are more thoroughly taught than
they are in this country, and in the newspapers and journals
they are discussed with an intelligence and thoroughness
which would astonish many people in the West. The
Japanese are thus proving that they are striving to place
their civilisation on a secure foundation.

Japan affords an example of a highly developed national
consciousness, and at the same time an understanding of the
conditions necessary for a rational internationalism. She has
shown that the chief condition which is necessary for national
greatness is that the impulse must come from within and not
from without, and she has been extremely jealous of everything
which affected her honour and her national development
It is for China to consider how far she is able to follow her
example. As we have pointed out in the previous chapter,
the conditions of the other countries in the East are very
different from those of Japan, and their national evolution
must therefore be slower and suited to the changing con-
ditions,

The international problem of to-day is the reconciliation
of national wants and aspirations with the requirements of
humanity. We live in a world of steel, and the ideal
of nationality, for our generation at any rate, and probably
for some generations more, will be supreme over the
humanitarian ideal of the French Revolution and later. As
humanity develops and the nations of the world come to
know each other better that ideal will be approximated to,
but the whole tendency of the present moment is towards
the formation of nations which are compact and could be
wielded so as to carry out a common policy. The English
speaking peoples in all parts of the world are sufficiently